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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 5884 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, JO, US, SY 

SUBJ: SAUDI PARTICIPATION IN JOINT ARAB AIR SERVICES 

REF: AMMAN 4958 

WE HOPE SAUDIS DID NOT GET IMPRESSION FROM CIVAIR DISCUSSIONS 
IN WASHINGTON THAT USG WOULD NOT GRANT THEM INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 
TO US, AS GHANDOUR UNDERSTANDS (PARA 5 REFTEL). OUR IMPRES- 
SION IS THAT THEY UNDERSTAND WE WOULD PREFER THEM TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN JOINT SERVICES, BUT THAT WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO INSIST, 

IF THEY CAN MAKE GOOD CASE FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE. FOR THEIR 
PART, THEY STILL VERY MUCH INSIST ON MOUNTING SEPARATE SAUDI 
SERVICE. AS OUR KEY CIVIL AIR CONTACTS ARE CURRENTLY OUT OF 
COUNTRY, WE CANNOT CONFIRM ABOVE BUT WOULD WELCOME WASHINGTON'S 
COMMENTS. 
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